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This pa
ge iden

tiϐies G
reenbe

lt’s sus
tainabi

lity effo
rts whi

ch show
 the cit

y’s pro
gress t

owards
 meetin

g the S
tate of 

Maryla
nd’s re

quirem
ent to r

e-
duce gr

eenhou
se gas e

mission
s and t

he Cou
ncil of 

Govern
ments’

 Climat
e Chan

ge Initi
ative.  T

hese in
itiative

s have 
goals to

 reduce
 one’s c

arbon 
footpri

nt by 1
0% by 

2012 a
nd 20%

 by 202
5.   
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Electri
city Us

age (Ki
lowatts

) 
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ICLEI 
Carbon

 Calcu
lation 

(Tons 
– 

CO2 ) 
3,894 

3,894 
3,760 

3,720 
3,500 

2,710 
1,763 

Recycli
ng Rate

 
Landϐil

l Tonna
ge 

  Alterna
tive Fu

el Vehi
cles 

Gallons
 of Fue

l Used 
(Fiscal

 Year) 
48% 2,165   9 n/a 

48% 2,069   9 n/a 
53% 1,886   9 95,453

 
56% 1,802   9 

111,19
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57% 1,703   9 98,194
 

61% 1,592   8 91,392
 

56% 1,586   8 95,806
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Throug
h calen

dar yea
r 2012

, the Ci
ty has 

reduce
d its ca

rbon fo
otprint

 well b
eyond 

the sta
te and 

COG go
als.  W

ith all o
f the C

ity’s el
ectricit

y being
 pur-

chased
 using 

wind c
redits t

hrough
 a cont

ract wi
th Clea

n Curre
nts, as 

of July 
1, 2011

, the ca
rbon fo

ot prin
t has b

een red
uced 5

5%, ex
ceedin

g the S
tate’s 

and CO
G’s goa

ls.  The
 city ha

s also r
educed

 its con
sumpti

on of e
lectrici

ty and 
natura

l gas by
 13%. 

• 
The Po

ol Pak 
and He

at Exha
ust uni

ts at th
e Aqua

tic and
 Fitnes

s Cente
r were

 replac
ed in 2

010.  T
wo new

 HVAC 
units w

ere ins
talled a

t the Sp
ringhil

l Lake 
Recrea

tion Ce
nter in

 2011 u
sing Co

mmuni
ty Deve

lopmen
t Block

 Grant 
Recove

ry Act m
oney.  T

hese un
its hav

e helpe
d redu

ce elec
tricity 

usage b
y ϐive (

5) 
percen

t and n
atural g

as usag
e by alm

ost 20%
 since 2

005. 
• 

In FY 2
009, th

e new 
Public 

Works
 Facilit

y was c
omplet

ed with
 a geot

hermal
 heatin

g syste
m, stor

m wate
r bio-r

etentio
n garde

ns and
 other 

“green
” ele-

ments.
  While

 the siz
e of th

e facili
ty incr

eased b
y more

 than 1
60% fr

om 1,6
10 squ

are fee
t to 4,2

40 squ
are fee

t and a
dded a

 9,750 
square

 foot v
ehicle 

storage
 buildin

g, elect
ricity u

sage is
 up onl

y 31% 
and na

tural ga
s usage

 is dow
n 28% 

compa
red to 2

005. 
• 

In 201
2, the c

ity inst
alled e

nergy e
fϐicient

 lightin
g in a n

umber
 of city

 parkin
g lots a

nd alon
g the L

akewo
od Stre

am Val
ley Pat

h.  Bas
ed on a

n estim
ate 

from th
e Mary

land En
ergy Ad

ministr
ation, t

he City
 will sa

ve app
roxima

tely $9
,000 pe

r year i
n elect

ricity c
osts. 

• 
The cit

y’s recy
cling go

al is to 
recycle

 63% b
y 2015

. 
• 

The Gr
eenbel

t Advis
ory Com

mittee 
on Env

ironme
ntal Su

stainab
ility is 

ϐinalizi
ng a su

stainab
ility pla

n for th
e organ

ization
 and co

mmuni
ty. 

• 
As mea

sured i
n 2010

, Green
belt’s t

ree can
opy is 6

2% com
pared t

o a com
muniti

es’ ave
rage 30

%. 


